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S ENATOR BEUTLER: Th e q u e s t i o n h a s been ca l l e d . Do I see
five hands? I do . All those in favor of ceasing debate
v ote aye , o pposed nay . Pl ea s e v o t e .

CLERK: Senator Beutler voting yes.

SENATOR BEUTLER: The motion is ceasing debate. P lease
vote. Anybody else that wishes to vote? Record, Mr. C l e r k .

C LERK: 2 5 a y es , 0 n a y s t o c e a s e d eba t e .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Deb a t e i s c eased . Senat o r John s o n ,
closing on the committee amendments.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker and members of the body,
the only comments I think I' ve heard against the committee
amendment is that the bill is lousy. Senator Chambers is
going t o of f e r a k i l l mot i on on t he bi l l , so we know tha t i s
coming. I gu e ss I wou l d j ust as soon put the committee
amendments on the bill because the committee amendments
l i t e r a l l y m ak e t h e bi l l a mor e moderate bill. The bill, as
b rought t o u s by Sen at o r R e x Haberman, would have almost
doubled the rate of taxation, w ould have i nc r e a sed t h e rate
of taxation from $ 1.10 per $1, 0 0 0 t o $ 2.00 per $1 , 0 0 0 .
Which if you think about it Senator Haberman was about to do
the same thing as raising the sales tax from 3.5 percent to
say 7 percent, almost doubling that, and that was pretty
high. Now the Revenue Committee said that we knew the rate
itself had not been changed since 1944. We said there is
no reason why t h er e sh o u l d n o t b e a r ate ch a n ge . The r at e
change that we settled upon was $1.50 pe r $ 1 , 0 00 . Th e r e i s
no magic to that figure, nothing special about that figure,
i t j u s t se eme d l i k e that kind of a rate change, af t e r
40 years without any rate change, was not immodest...or I
should s a y was not improper and was a modest change. I n
addition, of course, Senator Haberman, when he b r ou g h t t h e
bill in, said that the counties should get 50 percent of the
tax because the c ounties do al l t he wo r k . We l l , the
counties want to tell you that they do all the work. You
think the State of Nebraska takes out a col l e c t i o n f ee f or
the premium tax that it collects and then remits to the
counties and then remits to the cities? No . Do es the State
of Neb:aska take a collection fee out of the sales tax that
zt collects for the cities and remits? Yes, but it is only
three percent. It is not 25 percen t o r 50 pe r c en t , as
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